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Pie najority of people in Cacchoslovakia believes thet the present situation 
is only a tempcrary one. It is cyfficult to catinate the size of this majority, 
pernaps 70 to {0 percent, of which a majority is convinced that a change is 
possible in the near futuro. Pall that a chango in the internal political 
situation coull not be expected to come sooner than in five years or more 
altered after the cutbreak of the Korean war. Tt is the general opinion that 
a chanze can ue achieved only through var. Agrecnent between Jest and Last 
is generally considered to be impossible. ere is the reason: The USSR 
cannot leave Jzechoslovakia (as well as Poland, Hunpary ax d Rucenia) out of 
its sphere of influence because if the situation drifts towards war, the P5oR 
would Lose ar. immense territory with a consideranle war potential, I’ the 
UGSR left Folend, ita oceupation of East Cernany would become meaningless. 
There are very few people who count on the possibility of a peaceful arrangc- 


nen: between Jest and East. 


The majority of the people is oppressed by the present regime to-such an extent 
thst they lorg for war even though they are aware of the horrors it would bring. 
The voasons for dissatisfaction vary. One is that about 300 ,000 people are 

in jail and in forced labor caipse Through their imprisorment not less than 
hree tumes ef mamy people are affcetcd. Tt means thet for only this rcason 
1,200,000 reo le are stubborn enomics of the regine. Hundreds of thousands of 
others aro bolng persecuted esrecially tradesmen, cleris ang forners,and workers 
are overworled. The fact that the majority of peonle at hone ‘Look forverd te 

2 war cannot be changed by peace denonotretions anc by sign tures on the som 
called Stockholm peace action, because those were obtained only through terrer. 
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Everyone refusing to sign had to give a reason in writing for refusing, and 
even the best formated reasons could not protect hin from losing his job. 
Seople say: Tf there «2culd be a war, let it be now, before only half of us 
arc lef. 


B, Frosent Situation and the Future 


36 


Measures of the Comiunist regime which would more or less moet with the pemerat 
approval of the public are practically nonexistent because the majority of re- 
forms having the consent of the poople hac been introduced before February 

798 Glational Insurance, sgvarian refora, cte.). Practically all measures 

of the regime are subjected to severe criticisa, but there 16 iio unifora opinion. 
Thorc is poneral disagrocnent with the nationalization of small enterprises 

and with the introductior of cooperatives because able iniividueis are prevented 
from doing crextbive work. iaruers' cooperatives are hated and ridiculed an: not 
only by farmers, Vorkers including numes. us Communists Took with cisuain at 
socialistic competition and Stakhanov-workuanship. Stalhanov workers in a 
factory mean the raising of the worlcing noms and thus the lowering of wages.’ 
ProductLon methods as well as chances in justice introduced by Cepicka and 

Rais arc eriticized., People hate the reriue to such an e:rtont that toey criticize 
everything, even useful arrangacnts. 


The present situation is eonsidered worse than thet existing during the Geran 
gacupation. People recall that the Cemnans nerseented those who worked agains 
then. Communists, on the contrary, Liquidate not only all capitalistic elene: 
yegerdiess of whether they oppose them or not, but also ali noneGomunists ond 
those from the Commurist ranics who do not seem to be sufiiciently reliavle. 
During the occupation it was enough for one to be silent and to wind one's oun 
business in order to avoid difficulties with the Cestapo. Today, if one wants 
so be left slone, one must either become a member of the Communist Party or 

one must take part in construction werk very actively. Everything that the 
vegine asks must bo done. The demands are not minor: The highest working 
productivity in one's assignment, increase in work’.ng effectiveness and deliveries, 
fulfillment of plens and super-plans, socialistic competition, competitions among 
Stakhanov-workere, temporary and permanent Labor brigades, participation during 
“eultural® events and various celebrations, political schoolingy ote; simply 

a complete lack of private life. It is obvious that the regime is not so much 
conecrned with increasing working effectivoness,as everyone knows that Labor 
trigades do not bring great profit; the idea is that every citizen be so tice 
efter his daily activities, he will not think of anything else but cating 

ond sleeping. If the non-Comamists have very little private life, the Com 
murnists have absolutely none. ‘Some of them do not have one free evening. if, 
uy chance, a Saturday or Sunday is not talen by some lecture or gathering, & 
“nbor brigade will surely be created te keep every citizen busy. 


The present situation is considered better only by one sement of the workers. 
“ho yosson is thot workers in comparison with the rest of the population are 
better paid. They are ecnstantly assured that unemployment is impossible under 
the prosent regime, and they are reninied of the unemployment during the Tirst 
Republic and of the present unempLoyaent in France and in the United States. ; 
The working class is officially put in first place. It is difliewlt to say 
what percentage of workers owns property such as farms, but even the smallest 
owners disagree with the regime because they are threatened with nationsligae 
tion of their property. One hears speculations, for instance, that in the 
armament factory in Brno 70 to 60 percent of the workers are against the ropine. : 
ot would indicate that only those workers are for the regime who Live fran 
theiy wages and have no other income, But even this statenont must be taven 
with reservation . Ze know for example that "Red Kladno® and Moravska Ostrava 
are very discontented wits the situation and that the regine has many difficul— 
ties with them. d. Kevar, an artist who spent a long pericd of time in the area 
of “lornvsla Ostrava with an order to do paintings of workers and who made many 
aequaintances among their ranks, said that all spoke very sharply scainst the 
yogime, Also railroad emrloyees are seething with discontent because there 
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are many old Social Denocrats among them whe have always been anti-Comnunist. 
About a half a year ago firemen and engineers decided to strike, but the 
strike was, at least in Progue, suppressed by the SNB. A detailed picture 
of the working class could be given only by an industrial expert who lmows 
the situation from his orm experience, The fact remains that the woricing 
class is the most reliable cadre of the Communist Party and that it cannot 
be expected to defect completely, wiless our politicians abroad are able 
to introduce a political program which would remeve fears of umenploynent. 
According to source, workers would be satisfied with a promise that key 
industries and mines will remain nationalized and that every worter will 
have the right to ear a decont minimum living. 


Other classes consider the precent situation to be worse, The intelligentsia 
ave mostly affected even more than they were during the Cernan occupation. 
They are hurt uoterially and are very often humiliated by the fact that 

they are forced to obey orders of non-experts who are very often illiterate. 
The rogine considers the intelligentsia to be the bearer of capitalistic 
ideology. The tradesmen class was liquidated almost completely, and recently 
cooperatives of hairdressers and other smaller shops wore ordered to be 
formed. The exasperation of tradesmen has its origin in material matters, 
of course. They recall that Gottwald during the election campaign in 196 
stated: le need a strong tradesman (class)" and even the constitution of 
198 speaks about national cooperatives and private enterprises, These 
statements aud the wording of the constitution, coupled with the prere:t 
situation, make it quite clear to what extent one can trust Communism. 


Nor do the farers forget that during the 1916 elections the Communist 

Party proclaimed a slogan: "The earth belonrs to those who work on it". 

And now they are being forced by all means into the fammers' conperatives. 
Machines arc boing talzen away from ther, farm barriers are being cancelled 
too, Famers clearly sce the deceit practised on them. It is true that 
there are no kolkhozes in Czechoslovakia yet, but there are farmers" coopera~ 
tives and the difference is only in the none. A Communist Party speaker 

to wWiom the above sloran of the Communist Party was mentioned said: "Of 
course, the carth belongs to those wio work on it. But the property is now 
collectively omed and therefore the profit from it has to be collective." 
The result of this agrarian policy is catastrophic. Fariers, in the first 
place, are leaving the border areas for the interior of the country or are 
talcing jobs as factory workers. Farmers in the interior of the country 

are working with great indifference, The picture is worse where farners! 
cooperatives have becn introduced, Grain is being badly stored and is rotting. 
Wo one is looking for a remedy, There are fears that this lack of interest 
among the farucrs can result in years of hunger for the population. 


If elections were held in Czechoslovakia today, the results im Bohemia and 
Moravia, in source's opinion, would be as follows: 


a. Comaunists about 25% 
b. Non-Commmist parties uy 
1) Social Dencerats 20% 


2) National Socialists 25% 


3) People's Party 108 
hh) Agrarian Party 308 
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At free elections, Communists would retain with difliewty only suc nest 
faithfal members of the party, cenccially if other parties were to proclaim 
a gufficiently social progren. The rest of the foracr Communist voters 
would vote for the Social Democrats and the National Socialists, and faruers 
without exception vould join the Agrarian Party. Communists would alse 
lose many of their pre-war members who are now oxbtrenely dissatisfied with 
the party policy and who wore cuched out of the leadership of the var'y by 
nov members, trained by Lloscor. ; ga a 


The Social Democrats would win back their old voters and in addition a major 
percentare from Communist Party ranks, but would lose all farmers and trades< 
men and some of their voters who camiot forget the attitude of the party 
Jeadersiiip in February 19,5, They would bocone exclusively a workers! 
party. The National Socialists would gain pack a najority of thcir meubers 
except for fariers, a majority of civil servants and tradesmen and some 
workers, ‘The Agrarian Party would, on the basis of experiences since Febru- 
ary 190, win over practically all farmers, a major percentare of tradesmen 
and the rest of forncr right-wing parties. Farners seem to be united this 
tine. ‘they state that they will achieve the reestablishnent of the Agrerian 
Party, even if it must be done by force. They want a solid Agrarian Party 
to withstand the Communist danger. The Peoplc's Perty, as a result of the 
irresolution of its politicians and the vagueness of its program, would 


not reach more than 10 percent. It could of course hold its forner supporters 


The situation in Slovakia is not known by source. One thing is certain, 
however; the Commmists, especially because of their attitude towarcs the 
Catholic Church, would be beaten in free clicctions. 


To answer the question of how to arrange free elections is not casy. It 

would be necessary to study the question of how it is possible te influcace 

voters, Genera'ly it can be said that the following would be necessary? 

a. An international control committee with complete executive pover during 
the election campaign. After the clections the powcr yrould be turned 
over to the goverment establisned on the basis of clection results. 


b>, An international court, which would be cusolutely impartial and wirich 
would prosecute all cascs of clectoral violence. 


ec. Intcrnetional police, subordinated to an international committee and in 
certain cascs to the international court. 


d, Dissolution of the Army and OND unites. 


e, Return of all political leaders and emipgres, but if they cannot return in 


ov 


time for the elections facilities for them to vote abroad should be provided. 


£, Release of all political prisorers. 


g, Declaration by all political partics that whatever the result of the 
elections, no one would be prosecutcd for his statenents during the 
election campaign. 


These sugrestions arc made by source cursorily, and, as indicatec, the prob= 
lem requires a very thorough study. 


The effect of Marxist education on the population varics considerably. 
Generally it can be said that except for Communist Party mombors results 

are insignificant with people over 35 years of are. ith those be teen 

a and 35 some influence can already be observed, Tt is necessary to realize 
that this generation was growing up during the Conian cecupstion and that 

4% was developing sazetines in directions contrary to nasaryi's conception 
of democracy, Tuese undemocratic views, preached by the Nazis, are Sur 
prisingly similar to those of the Cormmmnists. In this vay a favorable 
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atmosphere is being created for acceptance of Communist ideclozy, or at 

least of some of its principles. For example, a 29uyear old engincer said 
that students who in this term did not show sufficient results wore excluded 
from the University. He considered this right. Source did not agree with 

him as he was in favor of the Swedish system which allows a student te stay 

at the university even after 90 terms. The young man objected, saying tha 

a necligent student does not contribute to the state and that the first 

duty of every citizen is to work for the state. If he does not de go, he 
should be liquidated as a uscless human being. Tris student was a non-Commmist. 
Dozens of oxanples could be furnished by source to prove that younr people 

are intoxicated with some tazi-Comauniat ideas. Responsible are, first of alll : 
the circumstances under which youth is growing, bub also responsible are 
political parties and parents tho did not care to remove the moral consequences 
of the Geman occupation and who did not by thelr noral suprort fortify their 
youth arainst-Cotimmist infection. 


oy 


13. Even worse is the situation of those between 15 and 25 yearn of cre, Here 
not only is the influence of Cernan occupation apparent but also that of 
Communist education, Communist ideolorical inCluonee is used very efficiently 
in the schools. Every youth is radical and today in Czechoslovalcia this 
radicalism can manifest itself only in one direction: in Communism tfrich 
gives the youth opportunity. Clubs, discussions, public demonstrations, 
parades with bands and flags, sports, rcercation, cultural competitions , 
etc. = everyone may choose among then but only within limits inmoscd by 
the Coummist Party. It is not surprising that younn peonle yield. It is 
difficult to evaluate mmecrically whet the extent of Comimist infucnec is. 
It, depends on faaily and loeal circumstances, ‘the fact that every young 
person must becawxe a momber of the Youth Association indicatcs the danger 
to the youth. 


1h, The worst situation is with children under 15 years of age. If the political 

situation does not change very soon, the harm can become irreparable. 

socialistic education starts even in nurseries by competition, In primary 
schocis it starts with Ienin and Stalin. The first article in the Virct 
book a child sees is entitled: "I will bocoue a Stakhanov worker,’ Politica 
education in primary schools is so directed that a child will retain the 
principal dogia of Commmnism., Children are informed that during the First 
“epublic children did not go to schools, thut they had to work, that there _ 
were fow schools, that nany of them were not food, ete. Sometines the views 
of children are corrected by their parents, but parents do not alivays. have 
tame for them and they also ofton are afraid to tell the truth to ayaid 
difficulties with the police, Recently religious teaching was taken: av 
from the priests and given to laymen who stress political education, 


15. MWigh schools, which wore prior to February 1948 the centers of denocratie 
education, have also becoue propa; andists of Comnmisn. 


G. Views on Some Internal Problens alter the Defcat of Communism 
16, Feople disagree on returning to the status of 1938 althouph they remember 

this reriod to be a very ¢ood one, The majority wishes the establistmont 
of former political parties except the Communist and Paseist Partics. 
Different are the views concerning the mmnber of political parties. The 
uajority considers four nerties te be sufficient: National Socialist yg vocal 
Democratic, Agrarian and People's. Others are of the opinion that the number 
of parties should not be Lirited and that evolution would bring an automatic 
decrease in their number. There are vicws, mostly asong the intellicontsia 3 
recommending that the Communist and Fascist Parties not be outlamed. Tey 
argue that such a prohibition would push members of these parties into the 
underground, Cn the other hand, if they vere permitted to have their party , 
they would be registered and under control, and intervention in case of 
subversive activities would be much easier. Greot Britain is given as an 
exarrple » 
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The proportional electoral system is generally considcred bettcr than the 
majority system. Obligatory lists of candidates are not acceptable becaurce 
the voter has to vote very often for a person whom he does not consider able 
or worthy to represent the people. Poople with political e« xpericnece are 
considering the poscibilitics of new arrangaents in our political lifts. 

She zajority systen is being diseusecd as well as coumties'! representation 
as was used in Austro-llmrary. Those people are in the minority oat they 
represent politically the most cducated element of the population. 


ry 


dationviisation is ccnerally considered a necessity. Nowever, in general, 
only the nationalization of heavy industry, of mines, of wholesale merchant 
shops and of spas is believed just. On the otuer hanc, tuere is absolute 
cisagrecnent on the notienalisation and forming of coopcratives of omall 
industrial enterprises and tredes. Peeple feel that in this way the possi-~ 
bility for outstanding achlevenents is talen avay srom an incividual, ict 
national inecic is being deerearccd and that the standard of living is being 
Lowered. Opponents of natiomslisation assert that nobionalisation in princinle 
is wrong since it is the Siret serious step to iting the ripht of proncrby 
and tiat, efter this first clep,it is impossible to prevent Curticr onec, 
thus leading: to the saac nmsulls as Comminisn. ‘ 


fhe vublie is not too auch interestcd in the nationolisation of bac and 
does not attribute any imnortance to finances being under state or private 
control. The majority, would perhaps favor nationalization. The inclugion 
of cooperatives in the socialistic economy is objected to nalmly by farvcrs. 
The rest of the population hes no interest in this question bocauce it does 
not concern then. 


The new agrarian reform, undertaken in 1915, wae received by facvers with 
satisfaction and source ass ms that it would not bo agvantapeous to cnanze 

it. There may be exceptions where partition of farss will have to bo caneelled, 
if it occurred purely for political rcasons and if the property Jid not or 

decs not extend over 50 ha. Other chanpes which were ordercd after February 
1945 will have to be cancelled without cuception, 


Natioual insurance is secentcd favorably althoug: there are oejections 
agoinot present practices and the amount of payment. Unification of gy: 
nastic organigctions is judrcd differently but it seons that the unification 
is favored by the majority. Apgainst unification are former chaimcn of 
Solel, ONDL (the Catholic gymnastic ovrparization) and NTI (Social Democratic 
gymuastic organization) which ore still rivals. There is besically no objection 
to the nationalization of spas. The only criticism is that it climinates 
medical treatment of private patients in spas. Recreational institutions 

are very popular especially «mong workers and the youth, and it will probably 
be necessary to permit them to continue, with the assumption, of course, that 
the orcanization and aCcministration would cc chanped, The questicn vould 
require a mamzoth study. 


Measures and Institutions 


These are: 
a. Ministry ef National Security as an institution. 
b. lMinistry of Interior: county organization, This wa 


age in Austro-[lungary and cancelled as soon as 
about state citizenship. 


introduced 100 years 
neonvenicut, Gome rules 


s 
i 


e. Ministry of Industry: Ministry of Internal and “oreipn Trade: Natlonalisoticn 
of small enterprises (national and communal entcrorises), the free market 
and the "Darex" which is calicd the "State Sleck Marhot™ amen tic popu- 


lation, 
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d, Ministry of Agriculture: Farmers! cooperatives, all meacures ating at 
"rolihoszation™ of Paros, consolidation of land, ete, 


e, Uinistry of Food: Institutions for distrivution of Cruits, ver tables, owtter, 
milk and ores. Cationed economy. 


Tas 


f. Ministry of Finance: Law conecrning: wares. 
@. l“inietry of Jusbice: Act Protecting the People's Democratic “enublic, transfer 
of judrcs. 


h. tinistry of Education: Political. cducation in schools and numerous clauses 
based on class hatred. New church rulcs and cstablishmcnt of the Zoreau 
of unuzch Affairs. Communist influence upon cultural life ( aber y 
Ginenas, concerts, etc.) 


i. 'inistry of Information: The ministry itself, Its influcuee on literature. 


J- ‘inistry of National Defense: Purge of non-Comrinist officers, political 
cducation of enlisted men, 


Mordetry of Techniques and Transportation: Natlonalization of post officer, 
nationalisation of transportation, nabionalianbion of building indastry. 


-o ‘Ministry of calth: Prohibition of private ncedical treatrent in gpas. - 
Jurisdiction of the Labor Office to cormel work, privilered cisteiiihion 
of apartoents. 


mo Ministry of Unification: Few people are aware that it exicts. 


Communist Party and Otior Political Parties 
ORL FAY ONO MOLCY POLLULeal Laruies 


People make distinetions among individual persenalities of the regione. 

in any cace, they consider Zapotec'sy and Cenicla to be worce than Cottiald. 
Llerlinger is despised most of all, Among the ministers wo poe collaborating 
with the Communists,Plojhar is considered as the proatest cB “4, Obbeors 

arc nov cven mentioned in deily discursiois. Slovak ministcrénre not well 
imown in Bohemia and Moravia, and in Slovaicsia Siroly is considcred worse 

taan Clenentis, The latter paincd in popularity acter he hac bepy ousted 
from the Ministry of Porcig Affairs, Seveik and Srobar are ‘mows to be 
insignificant collaborators. cel a 


The degree of hatred for and aversion to leading personalitics of the regime 
depends on the knowledge of the people about the activities of the persons 
concerned. Therefore these personalities fall into tye categories: Those 
aoout whom the people are 


Generally Inforned and well Informed 
Lo “apotocky 1. Gemuender 
20 Cepicka 20 SGlansky 
3o Ne jedly and ‘losek 3. Fierlinger 
ue  Rapecky le  Redein 


5. Fierlincer S. Vesely, J. 
6, Slansigy 6, Pokorny 
fo Gobivald 7. Kopriva 
Se Kopriva GC. Noeek 

9. Gregor 9, Gepicka 


10. Plojhar 10. Greror and Pais 
ll, Seveik 11. Gottvatd 

12. Slechta 12, Nejedily 

13. Neuman 13. Mopeelry 

Up. Srovar iy. “apotoelky 

1S. Svoboda 15. Svoboda 


16, Prochagka, Cen. 
17. Siroky 
10, Seveik 


Mio thae 
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Undoubtedly the public hates Zapotocky the most and then Cepicka. 


25. Yo what extent Nosek enriched himself after May 1945 with villac, cars, etc. 
can best be Learned from Dr. Gdcnek Toman who is in exile abroad. Pierlineer 
acquired a villa in Prague, one of the most luxuriously furnished, and even 
at this tine he is receiving furnishings. One official, arrested because 
of bribery, declared that he would not be in prison too long because he had 
estimated the value of furnishings in Gotiweld's and FPierlinger's villas. 

He was released very soon. Kopriva has not paid for his furniture, according 
to a rélicblo sowee, 


20, A general purge in the Commmnist Party started about two months ego. ALL 
Communist Party members had to return their membership cards and reapply 
for membership, Their applications will be decided individually. The 
purpose of the purge is obvious: To decrease the number of members as soon 
as possible because, as it now stands, the party has not enough sinecures 
for all of them, The intention is to satisfy the most faithful, Through 
the purge the Communist Party will become strictly selective, as required 
by Moscow, This time leaders of the Party have wrongly evaluated the situa- 
tion. They anticipated that people will try to join the party at any price. 
But the controry has happened and a great percentage has welcoued this 
opnortunity to get out of the party. Many have been waiting for this chance 
since Tebriary LOC when they joined the party out of fear. Before source 
left the country the purge was not yet finished, but he heard that many 
people did not apply for membership and, as a consequence, they ceased to 
be members of the party. In the “inistry of Unification, it seems that 
the parby organization will disintegrate. ‘The same situation seems to 
exist in other central offices except in the Ifinistry of Interior, where 
non-Comiunists vore renoved long aro. 


2io0 There are several reasons why the people decided to drop their party mombers2ip: 


a. Fatigue from continuous mectin's, joining labor brigades, and sulfiliment 
of other party obligations, 

b, Acceptance by the intelligentsia that they will lose their jobs and 
WLLL have to worls with their hands, ; 

e, Consciousness of the mistake they committed by joining the party 
inconsiderately. 

d, International situation, especially the war in Korca. 


Imading persons of the Cormumist Party emphasized ab tais purve that, those 
wio did not apply for membership in the party would not be harmed in any way. 


28. Anong organized Commnists there aro not more than 25 to 30 percent cenvinced 
ones, and even this percentage is rather high, The rest of the people 
joined the party out of fear. Even convinced Communists arc not united, 
In the background there is the contirmous strugcle betreen the Jewish leader. 
ship (Gemuender, Slansky, and Roicin), which is more radical and is favored 
by Moscow, and the others. To outsiders this strugcle is not so apparent 
but from time to time it manifests itself in the lower level of the party. 
Por exauple it is Imown thet these two factions have been struccling with 
each other in the ttinistry of Foreign Affaire. In the Ministry of Interior 
and the liinistry of National Security the Jewish group holds its position 
cimaly. 


29. Against the present leadership are those older Commmists who wore cast aside 
after Pebruary 1940. Among them are the fomer Senator V. Tilnillicet:, Senator 
Stein and others, It scems that those cld Commmists have their ow organiza~ 
‘tion which informs its mombers beforchand, Reasons for this opposition 
aro not only of a personal nature. The members want action on their program 
of 1945, 1.60, Cacchoslovak Communism independent of Moscow and serving — 
the interests of the people. Several times source asticd Senator Milntliccle 
to intervene in favor of arrested scldiors. Milwilicel: referred always to 
his inability to accomplish anything. He intervened in every tasc, but 
always without success, It was obvions to sourme that be was unhanw abewks the 
situation, From his staterent it was apoarent that he believed in ‘Communi sia 
as did Masaryk: its evolution by persuading the people that 1% is the right 
political orientation. 
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Tn Comunistic ranks the situation is criticized mostly by the intelligcntsia. 
Criticiom of the remainder is goncrally based on material ‘reasons. Convinced 
Communists judge the functionaries favorably, the rect of the population 
considers them as crooks, The sane is true of secretaries. 


The majority of the critics belongs to the older generation, but younger 

people are not excluded. Griticisn of the workers depends on living conditions. 
Appeals for increased working productivity are accepted only by convinced 
Communists. Aversion of the rest of people is apparent. 


People recall the life under political parties and trade watons before the 
occupation but not too much. They are overcome by present politics, ‘the 
present systen of political and organizational. life is rerarded by an over~ 
aclming majority es an excess of the worst kind and no one except a Com 
monistie fanatie would compare it with the situation before the coup. 


literature, Press, Theater, Sports and Broadcasts 
Enforeed books are not read at all. Aversion is caused by ilronc'x's (Lancgste in) 
books, also those of Gottwald, end of Pierlinger whose book "In Serviccs of 
GacchosLovacia" is considered the best indictment he could write against 
“inescl!’. Ridieuled are the worts of "writer" Zapotocly. Comuunist propa- 
ganda in favor of Jirasek has suececded to sone extent among the workers 5 
bubsource cannot say thet there is an extraordinary interest in his books. 


Source docs not now waco among the Living writers are yead the most. Among 
NN? 


the dead ones are K Canek, ¥. Vaneura, A. Jirasek, and 4. V. Nals, 
i a 2 3 


Private lending of those books which have been eliminated from public libraries 
is widespread, In the Prague library, 10,000 books have been eliminated aru 
ose most defective. vanished immeciately, The Ministry of Infornation 

in preparing a law forbidding private lending of books under severe punishzaent. 
It is diffiewlt to get a forbidden book, not because the ower is afraid to 
Jend it, but because onc nas to wait a long tine for his turn to read the 

books» 


Meading of Gomunist literature is enforecd especially of members o2 tne 
Communist Party, To ensure that the book is really read the party warns 
that the eontentes of @ book wil be the subject of Ciscussion at a MOSEL o 
In some offices and factories Commmist books are distributed also to non~ 
menbors of the party. In such cases the extent of success depends on Local. 
circunstanees. Prior to 1 May 1950, a neighbor who is a Communist Party 
member asked source to rcad an article by Gottwald in Mude Pravo (Red Right: 
which he had brought with hin.s Source told him that he was not intcrestec., 
that he was not a party member, ctc., but the neighbor insisted and aske 
souree not to cause him trouble since he had been instructed to inform all 
tenants in the house about the first of Hay and the block trastec would 
lear whether source had been informed, If source’s answer were in the 
negative, the neighbor would be admonished at the Communist Party meobing . 
Jould source do it just as a favor since they had always been good nci¢hbors? 
Source out of pity finally promised. Fortmately, the block trustee did 
not come. This action was tacsen in tho entire city of Prarue. 


She most hated newspaper men are Drda, Sila, Vyskovsky. In the Commumist 
rerine, objectivity of a nevapaper man when ho is writing about politics 
is completely unimnow. 


Teople are very much intcrestcd in the theater and conccrts when classical 
wor:s are performed, Of course, it is very difficult to cet tickets ror 

such perlormaances, cspeclally in Prague and esrecially for the Notional 
Theater. The theater is nearly always reccrved for some organization such 

as the Communist Party, trade union, or the Youth Organization. Theaters 

are cnpty when plays with political ideas are performed. In order to fi. 
such theaters, ab least partly, people buying tickcts for a clascical play 
have to buy one tickct for a political play also. Thus has "retioned” cuiburo 
been started, 


39. 


ho © 
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In motion pictures people distinguish between Sovict films and those of 

other sources. No one wants to sce Sovict films, not even a food one. In 
this way political orientation is manifested, Except for the picture "Gorki's 
Life" no other Sovict film was worth seeing. Films of Czech production are 
frequented more if they are not too obviously political. American and 
British flims and then the French Tilms are very popular and the theaters 

are alvays filled. 


The Communist leadership of course is not pleased with this state of affairs; 
it tries to force people to see Soviet pictures, Such intervention ends 
sonetines With inprisonicnt. Source tells the following story: A marricd 
couple wert to the theater, At the entrance the husand went to buy the 
tickets. Wis wife said to hin loudly: "Do not buy tickets if it is a Soviet 
Cilm." Wher the husbarxd returned he found that his wife had disapycared. 
reople in front of the theater told him that a pentloman in plein clothes had 
taken her avay. ven three months Later the man had not heard about the 
fate of his wife, 

Expression of dissatisfaction with the rogine can be often heard at motion 
picturc performancos. Police have intervened very brutally so that uow- 

such demonstrations orc Limited to hissing and waistline oo" vw refusing 

to anplaud ‘1.en expected. Uany peoule onter the 


weater at the endl of the 
newsreel, as wos the case during the Cer 1. occupation, The police counter~- 
acl, by closing the ertooorc wlucr the newsreel hac started, 


Critics of Sovietemace films are souctines not objective because they are 
mainly gaided by political reasons. People speak about such films with disdain 
even before they have seen them. Attendance of sone pictures such as "Sevase 
topol" was obligatory for Commmist Party membera, and in sone factories 

and offices it was obligatory even for non-Gomimists. Anong the new Czech 
pictures "Zeleany dedek" (Iron Old Man) received the most ridicule and 

among plays, “avotocky's "New Fighters ALL Arise", Source did ah see 

elther of then, 


The most poplar person in the world of the theater is undoubtedly Podvaloves 
“rich was also quite popular. The retarn of Viasta Burian met with freat 
interest; his penitent statement was published in Tudc Pravo. People believed 
that he was forced to make this statement. Burian played ab Kladno and his 
mew debut was very favorably received. He was supnosed to play in_notion 
victure theaters too, i C help £111 the enpty houses, but sss 25x 1X 
he had not appeared. There was a rumor 
that he is in prison. The story is as follows: On one occasion he appeared 
on the stage at Kladno, Dressed in winter clothes with a cap om ais head, 
he sald: "First of all we shall hang the cap" (in Czech slulleap ie "eepicl." 
and Cepicka is the none of the Uinister of Nettonal Defensc), Trenendous 
applause followcd and Burian was supposed to have been arrested on the scene. 
Source docs not iknow if this ctory is true. ‘The concdian Plachts tho used 
to be very popular is now hated because of his collaboration with the Com 


a 


munists, There arc no new stars in Czech fins. 


There are Large attendances at sports events which are sonetimes uscd for 
political cemonstrations., At the volley~ball tournament in the sumer of 
1950, the public openly favored Czech players against the Soviet team. 
Yost popular among sportsmen were members of the hockey team, and their 
popularity increased after their arrest. In minor sports most popular is, 
of course, Z4atopelt, but his pomulority decreased after he made several 
statements showing Loyalty to the rogine., 

Gomaunist infiltration into gymnastic, sport and other orranigations is 

so deep today that non-Communists have no chance to as emble and talk freely. 
Uutual tracts have been shaken by many bitter exreriences. An exanple of 
this is the case of the hockey layers, 
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LG. Czechoslovak Commmist broadeasts are listened to very little execpt by 
convinced Commmists. These broadcasts are so disercdited that ovon if 
well-lmom truths were stated, people would look for underlying Lics. 

Tf anything is listened to, it is the news but only for the purpose of 
comparing thea with the BDC, Voice of America and Tree LCurope. Among 
source's friends there are many people who have not listened to Czechoslovak 
broadcasts since February 19)c. 


7. Women are discontented mostly with the food situation. Also the inadequate 
supply of textile products and extremely high prices are causing dissatis~ 
faction. An average fanily has no means of buying things on the tree market 
or even in Darex. 


Workers and Bripedes 


if Siecuanov workers are gencrally hated in all factories, The rcason is that 
by greater productivity they are raising the norms, consequently Lowering 
the wages for the rect of the employees. Another reason for this hatred 
is that Stakhanov workers receive special privileges. One can read alnost 
every day a story in Rude Pravo by a Stakhanov worker of the rancorous 
attitude of his follow workers. : 


9. Menbers of labor brigades are not enthusiastic, nob even Communist merbers. 
Tt is wxlerstood that one has to volunteer for a brigade in order to keep 
one's job. Even the most loyal Comunists do not like the institution of 
‘labor brigades, Iveryone is tired out from the obligations imposed on him 
by the party. The Communist youth, on the contrary, lilo brigades, not 
because they realise their importance, but beca:se brigades are a good . 
opportunity for uncontrolled diversions consisting mostly of drinicing and 
prostitution. It is difficult to estimate the percentage of entisiasts 
in brigades but LO perecnt may not be an exarreration according toa source, 

50. People at hone do not make any distinction between tovm residents and peasanss, 
The question is only who is a Communist and who is nob. Non-Communists are 
very cooperabive . 


National and Religious Problems 


51. About a half a year aro there were rumors in Prague that Germans wore return 
ing to the border area. At the seme time, citizenship was given to Cernans 
who had stayed in Czechoslovakia after 1945. The mmber of Germans increased 
perhaps only slightly, mainly in the areas of Liberec and Trutnev. Elsewhere, 
in the areas of Pilsen, Cheb, Sokolov and Znojno, no increase in the number 
ef Germans could be noted. Ta Pracue nothing is Imewm about the behavior 
of the Gernens. People from the border area report that the Germans are 
self=confident, are not concerned with politics, and associate exclusively 
anong themselves. In the area of Kaplice in Southern Bohemia, the Cerman 
population is waiting for the return of those who left for Germany in TOS » 
There arc cases of previous German owmers of farms coming fran Gemany to 
pay visits to their property. Source docs not believe that these Germans 2x 
noLitically morc active although the appointment of Kreibich as ambassador 
40 Moscow might bo explained as a political move. 


52. Troaties betwoen East Germany and the US’ R have becn sometinat ridiculed by 
the pondlation. ‘What can be scen as a possibility for more friendly relations 
betweon the Gzechs and the Cermans is their common suffering from Communist 


The transfer of Germans from Czechoslovakia is still considered to be 2 
proper political move, Sometimes the methoda of tronsfer are criticiacd. 
People disagree with the umrestrictéd transfer of industrial experts such 
as of the glass and china industries becausd it could cause consideraule 
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harm to industyy. Not Long ago source heard on interesting opinion: ALD 
property of the Sudeten Germans was cstimated to be 300 billion “es. Ozecios 
slLovakie had a Claim on the Reiehsbank of about 200 billion Kec. Therc Lore 
4% would have been correct if Czechoslovalia had offered the Gernans 100 
trillion Kes, ¢.0., from reparations, and in that way it could have bonght 
the property from tue Sudeten Cemans. That would eliminate objections, 
vory often heard mainly in the icst, that the Sudeten Geren property had 
Leon confiscated, Put this nethod was not used. Csechoslovakia will never 
reecive the 200 billion Kes fron the Neichsbank, reparations are goinr to 
the crefit of the Commmists, and many people believe that the Czechs 

have suolen Sudetea Cerman proyerty. 


Nesistance of the Catholic Church encourages the people in their strugele 
arainst Commarisn. An inercase in sympathy with the Catholic Church is 
apparent among anti~Canmmnists. As a result of the oppression of the Catholic 
Church by the Gomrmunist regiue a certain number of poople joined the church. 
Source camiot say that this is a mass movement. 


Catiiolic pricsts collaborating with the rogime have practically no adherents 
among the people. Im somc areas of Moravia and Slovakia where Catholic? em 

is strongly entrenched, people have stopped visiting “cl... au woiieh pricets 
collsborating with the regiee preach and visit churches in the noichborlng 
towns or villearcs, The situation in Bohemia is not imow, to sourec, but 

in Moravia collaborating priests have so few follevers that it is impossible 


25X1 


Lo express ib mmerically. Local Commmist Party organizatlons try, OF COULSE y 


to strencthen the position of such pesests by ordering the party members 
to aticnd divine services. But in most cases this encs in a fiasco & case 
people ridicule such attendances, saying that Communists are ordcrcd to be 
relicioug. The Catuolic Church has gained in sympathy and to some extont 
in wumbers but this ineresse cannot be called substantial. An obscrver 
nipgat be deceived on sceing the churches always einost filled with people. 
fais fact has notaing to do with Commnist oppression. People visit churches 
in order to Listen to clever priests who by allegoriss attack Communist 
iecac, Larreo attendance at churches is, first of all, a sign of «. great 
national catastrophe ~~ poople are looking for protection everywicre ancl 
aiso to God. 


Menbers of the Czech and Protectant Churches iisapprove In proat numbers 

of the collaboration of their clergy with the regime and would like to sce 
then take the sare stend ay the Gatholic priests. Professor Mromadxa is 
very unpopular and hated. According to a reliable source, the following 
aneident oceurrec about five months aco in Prague. In the Protestant Church. 
in Prapue near Charles Square a divine service with all leacing porsonalities 
of the Church in attendance me held, when it was over the minister announced 
thet the superiors of the Church had gone to a mecting te send a cable of 
ereeting to the Prosident of the Tepublic. Suddenly a young man stepped 
forward, and said: "People, I beg that you not allow our superiors to betray 
the nation." A great disturbance among those present followed. The young 
man was led from the church and mo ome has hearc of him since toen. 


Source docs not ‘mow whether there hes been a mass~iefection from these 
cluxeches but if is velieved that there is a sbrong decline in the mmbers 
of their atherorts. People peraps would Like to leave such churches but 
gorerally they are afraid to do so for fear of Losing their jobc. The 
Commmist Party is, of course, intercsted and would make much ado of 1%. 
This is also the reason why pcoplle have not joined the Cathclie Church in 
masses. 


AntisGemitiom ic very strong in Czechoslovakia and 1t must be said that 
there are fex people who judge Jews objectively. Yet 14 cannot be said 


that is anti tism is a heritage of the Nazi cecupation, Its causes 
arc ff oy older, #& Slovakia, perhaps, anti-Gemitism is, te some extent, 
a yrosuit of the rezime in the temporarily indepenfent Slovalian state. 
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ia Bohemia and Moravia the older generation did not like the Jews because 
they wore noctly Germans and Hungarians and represented a class of exploiters, 
oie bohavior during VJorid Jar I did not improve their position among the 
Gzech people. Jews found bettcr relations after the first war by accommmo- 
dating thenselives to the new situation. During the Geran occupation the 
Czech seople pitied then. A new wave of anti-Semitism occurred after 195. 
“he Jows beran to obtain prominent economic assignments and seemingly playcd 
important if not decisive roles in political parties, including the 
People's Party, and they practically dominated the Commmist Party. in 
February 1fu0, hetred of Jews among the masses reached its peak anc has 

not duainished since then, because the ordinary citizen cannot forget their 
interferonces in Czech public Life. 


59. Tt has been noted previously that there are two wings in the Communist Party? 
Jextish ang noneJevwish. They ore strugcling for pover, bat the Jewish wing 
49 still. stronger. Non-Caummnist Jews are avvare of the creowth of anti~ 
Serition.s Abowb a year avo souree and his wife visited an old Jewish friend 
of theivs. She told them that she was leaving for Arcentina,. Upon being 
cuestioned why, she replied: "Do you think that I will let myself be hanged 
because of these scoundrels - dows wio are leading in all these Comnnist 
strocities? hen the regime collapscs. there wil not be cnough Lanterns 
an Prague for them." Sinilar statemats from many Jewish people are heard. 
AntiaGomitism ig also,to source's lmowlodge, strong in other satellite states 
aa well as the USER, and this fact strengthens anti-Semitism in CzechosLovalciae 
Possibly, the reasons are the sane EvaryWNe Te o 


69. Source Coos rich believe that the number of Jewish Communist functionaries 
WILL grow, but it is certain that they appear constantly in high positions. 
+4 could be said rether that the number is lover as 4 consequence of Jewish 
emizration to Palestine. Most hated is probably Slansky, bub people according 
to their personal situation have thelr own tarcets: Gemuerder, Reicin, Kotat- 
tog Nownan, Cerny, fais, Vrbsicy, Pollak, Eisler, Knapp, Bares, Silas and 
others » 


Czechs and Slovaks 

61. the relation of the Czechs torvards the Slovaks has not changed since the 
Gernan oecupation, but the attitude of the Slovaks towards the G-echs has 
changed substambially. Aversion in Slovakia to the Czechs orisinated at 
the end of the First Republic and the reasons are well tnom, This aversion 
dncreased even more Curing the existence of the independent Slovak state . 
Slovaks wore Living: relatively very 1011 then, there was no unemp Loymeir 
and everything could b bought cheaply, while in other states nearby there 
was groct misery. The independence af the state tas held responsilyp for 
thig prosperity and forcsight, and Slovak voliticians were praised, ifter 
“Lovalria had been oceupicd by the Red and Czechoslovak armies indopowience 
and well-being wore at an end, For the mass of Slovak people, the Wazis 
aod the Slovek puppet government are nob guilty, put the Ozechs, "The 
Czechs brought the Communists with them." 


62, when, after 10uS, the situation beran to be inproved ani stabilizec, it 

seemed that relations improved. After the 1916 elections wien the victory 

of the Cormunist Party in Bohemia and Moravia helped the Communists to 

soige power in the wiole country, the Slovakian attitude immediately worsencd. 

ohe culmination came in Fobruary 1940. Slovakian masses attributec the svecess 

of the Communist coup to the Czechs and mainly te Prague, The trial and 

exceution of Tiso was one of the main reasons for the hatred apainst the 

Cgechs orlor to February 190. A relative of source's who had beon Living 

an Brotislave for 20 yearn and knew tae situation in Slovekia very tol) 
caltied Tiso's execution the most stupid act of the Frague fovernment. 
“Leyales Yao lmew this relative to be a democrat and their friend ignored bin 
in the same way as they did other Gvochs, and they were Slovaks who had 
never ogreed with Ilinka’s policy, 4 eveat blow for Gsoch-Slovak relations 
was the purge of Clementis, Laco Yovonestaiy, ote. any important places 
4n Slovak administration have been taken by Ggochs. SLovals onec af¢ain cre 
saying: "Cscchs and dows out." Perhaps some persons mighi consider this 
deseription exaggerated, bub source insiots it is not. 
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Cgechs arc not too much concerned about Slovek relations with them, Tt looks 
as if the majority of people have lost interest in Olovaxian matters. hey 
vould probably accept amy solution on condition that Slovakia remain part 

of Geechosiovakia. The intclliccntsia are discussing this Slovaltian probien 
but their views arc so contradictory that it is impossible to generalize. 
these views are not always right because few people know the situation in 
Slovaltia welll. Source believes that there are few Slovaks who would be 
sntercsted in an improvement in this relation. In cource's opinion, separatis 
leanings prevail in Slovakia. 


3 
Oo 


Those in Slovalcia who are in favor of a united state will probably require 

a solution for the years 1945 = 1946 and possibly they will want cven greater 
reneessions, It is believed by source that if the decision were left to 

the Slovakian people today the majority would be for an independent Clovalcian 
state. Slovakia, fron the Czechoslovak point of view, has ceased to be a 
state, Czech politicians must d cide whether they would like to keep Slovakia 
within the boundaries of Czechoslovakia. If they do, they will have to nae, 
aS soon as possible, a proper apreenent with’ Slovak politicians abroad us 
WELL os with the Vatican, The Catholic Church would then be able te influcnec 
public opinion in Slovakia. Tf such an apre«ment is not mace ina tie near 
future, source fears that such an arrecment would later be inpessible because 
Slovaician politicians vould not be willing to nefotinte ander the luc lucence 
of reports from lionc, The number of concessions Guring such ne potiations 

is not so important, pccause it veuld be impossible to romove Slovaician 
aversion without suvstantlaliy Loosen’ ng of relations. 


Gsech roliticans not consider the situation in Clovacia 


optimistically since the Czech position in Slovakia is vory bad. 


Education and Youth 
Admission of pupils to high schools and universities dees not clepend on 
their imovledge and grades but on the circumstance of their origin, Tn 
principal, only children of workers and reliable Comaunist Party monlers «© 
admitted, Children of covernment officials, even thourh talented, are ser. 
tc Lactories and to other jobs given to them by the Laber Cffice. Parenve 
of childron denied high school education are trying to get their chiidres: 
inte such enployment wiich would be of aid in their further study afier u 
ehance in the situation. For instance, an official whose son was the best 
pupil in the class succeeded in getting this son into an aireratt Lactory 
as en apprentice, The son intends to study at the Tecunical High School. 
Gut parents sueceed very rarely since control by the Labor Office is very 
strict. 


The influence of Communist sehools upon the pupils camot be underestimated. 
Sourec knows of several sons becoming political adversaries of their fathers. 
Fortunately, gich cases have bocn rare until this time. The influence of 
Communist propaganda upon the youth has been mentioned. It is very sinilar 
in the case of teachers as well as of other groups of people, Pornaps 

young teachers ae nore radical, Comzunist influence upon the youth can 

be increased to a great extent at home unless, of course, parents have 
gomocratic leanings. There have been several cases when children wwittingly 
informed their teachers that their parents were trying to contradict their 
teachers! statements, Fortunately, there wore no consequences beesaucc the 
peachers,instead of going to the police, warned the parents. Pupils dislike 
oolitical education most as is true of the larger part of population. 
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Resistance at Home 


The siwple people look favorably upon hore resistance and are, aS a majority, 
ready to help. There arc also cpinions that the organisation of the home 
resistance is premature at present. 


Trials and executions for treason have an influence contrary to what their 
instigetors expect. ‘These evoke greater readiness than fear. To walt 

for a nore favorable situation is the opinion of the older people rather 

thon of the young ones, Youth is always more radical and conspiracy afrecs : 
with their romantic ideas, ‘ithout exception, the farmers are against i 
Comunism, Sometimes their opposition reaches such heights that they would : 
be willing to start an uprising. But they havo no arms or able leaders 

whom they can trust. 


The execution of Dr. ‘ilada Iorakova caused general indignation and excitenent. 
People were convinced that the Communists would not dare execute a Woman, 
even thouch she represented their political acvercaries, People believed 


- thab the nere fact that she was a woman would be sufficient for her not to 


die on the seaffold, After the exceution people criticized the regine vith 
the greatest indignation and disdain, recalling that the former president 
Masaryk reluctantly approved a life-sentence, even in the case of a murderer. 
Mey people realized then that the Comnunist regine is absolutely without 
pity and that it would use any means to liquidate its political. opponents. ‘ 
Host indignant after the execution of “Nilada Uorakova wore, of course, ‘the 
woren, An execution of a woman for political reasons had never before 

een known. 


It is the general bclief that a change is impossible by the means at disposal 

at home, Views vary, horcver, on how to remove the regime with help ar 
interference from abroad, There arc opinions both that it would be successful 
and that it would not be, but source docs not Imow which view is in the majority. 
Tt can be assumed that in case of an organived uprising those who are now in 
doubt would jo’n it. Source believes that a change can be achieved with 
political and material support from the vest. Political. support would Lie 

in a guarantee that interfcrence by the USSR or another neirhboring state 

would not tae place and, that if it did, the “est would intervene with 

armed forces. Uaterial support would mean arms sufficient to equip about 

10 divisions, It must be taen into consideration that the Commmists have 

in their hands the SNB, totaling 120,000 men, . Besides, it cannot be a sortes i 
that the army would not fipht for the regine., On the contrary, it must be E 


assumed that the army would be passively obedient because officers! and 


nonecomiuseioned officers’ eadres are almost absolutely reliable to the i 
regime, If the enlisted men obey the orders of their commanders, tris voulc : 


2 


nean 90,000 uen om the side of the regime, The any would becowr unreliable 
af reservists wore called un, but the regime lmows tuat. Finally, Cosmunicts 
gould use also factory militias although their morale and traluing are not 
too good. Source believes thet largor toms, especially industrial ones, 
would be difficult to take out of Communist hands. Action should be based 
on the country or on country towns. 


Morale 


Drunkenness and prostitution among the youth are increasing. As a reeult 

venereal discasc is spreading to a dangerous extent, Not long apo an order 

wes iscued that all persons up to 0 years of are submit to a blood test. 

The mumber of divorces has increased too, Source is not informed avout 

the number of births. Tuberculosis among children is increasing dangerously. 

Wirinal acts are not reported in newspapers and statistics ere not published, 

but from that source has heard, crime has increased considerably. In case 
of non-volitical crises the police intervene reluctantly and with no anterest. | 
A policeman siatec tiat the police have other matters to take cars of than 
to search Yor thieves. 
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Generally, national insurance is considered a good system which still recuires 
many substantial improvements. 


Opinions about \ctivities and Broadcasts Abroad 


Neco eer nb Ne me rR NE RU ane ii ala Cnet Nee ee 


Since February 1948 the populetion has been waiting for some action by 
Grech politicians 2broad directed at the liberation of the country. ‘Tne 
attituce of the Czech non-Communist is therefore positive. 


Broadcasting from abroad is listened to intensively. The poprlarity of 
4ndividual stations is, according to source's opinion, as follows: 


a, Voice of America 
bo BBC 

ec, Paris 

dg, Freo Duron 


Austrian and Vadrid stations are listcned to in a very Limited way. Not Long 
ago the order of popularity was as follows: 


. TTY 
Gia DG 


b, Prance 

Co Voice of Amevica 

d. Free Europe 

Lately the number of Free Europe listeners has increased. 


Moe was listonec to more as a habit fron the time of the Geman occupations 
the broadeasting of Sir Bruce Lockhardt was also quite popular. ‘Zhe irench 
station was in favor becavse of its satirical skoteches but its information 
about world events was considered weak and not sericus enough. Gonscquently 
the attention of listeners as turned to the Voice of America. The reasons 
are: The United States is the country which is leading in the anti-Communist 
struggle and there the majority of Czech exiled politicians are Living. 

Its popularity increased after the war in Korea started, To what extent 

and why the station "Free Europe" is polar source is not able to say because 
at the time of his departuze from the country it had been in operation only 

a short tine. It is estimated that the Friday lectures of Sir Bruce Leckharat 
are awaited the most. 


Igsteners arc not too interested in various cultural problems, They want 
to hear statements againet the regime, against Communism, Logical arcuments 
arainst Communist principles, lectures about true democracy, about Masaryk, 
sinply everything thet backs theix couviction that Communism is bad. Uaving 
this frome of mind they ccnsidcr it ridiculous when in a broadcast the history 
of a fonous foreign scientist or of a sainter is given. in those 39 yainuteos 
of broadcasting people wart te hear sonething that will strengtuen their 
morale. Otherwise it would be lille reading poems to a very il] percon 
instead of giving him medicine. This is also true of nearly all stations. 
There are other objections. Speakers for the Voice of America have bad 
voices and the Slovak snectter does not speak the lanmuare correctly. The 
uajority of the poeple do not ‘mow that Cacch broadcasting abroad is under 
the control of foroign authorities, 
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76. The Coummil cof Froe Ceochoclova'tia is ecngicered to be @ ee wiieh for . 
obrvicus rescene had te be created to ¢ ice “the Caech cauce. wvut- the ALLE 


towards if is and will bo very critical. 


79. Generally it is sald tha’. a is no men vio would be able to represent, 
pets: Ca gechoslovak poople as Masaryk did, It canact be said that some o1 


the Gszech ncoliticians abroad would be estcomed ari worsiipped extraordinarily. 
sais st sympathies arc Yor: 


ec. Lettrich 
ih. Mayor 


oa, “oLerabend 


be noted that the sosition of Dr, Serny, eonccially emong Farmers, 
ingly weak. ‘They prever veierabvend. 


bO. Tenors about disaprecnents among Csech roliticians abroad are cisseminitcd 
jm the Communalet pres’ and are broadeac ted s 

Sh. People would not object in principle to the restoration of Tomer political 

varties bub they dre ane nem they hear that partics vhhich do nob nor 

whether they 4 UL pet any votes at all arc already fighting amon: cach 

other. They should Lelp cach other now and let the voters Uecide Later. 


recognised of Tiche on an international oasis but they are aware that 
after the Comroxigt coup our intcrnotional stick becane very dIALTi 
fur politicians are erl iticized for not being able toe cet all our ref ns! 
mat of Goraty “Bnd to concentrate them in ome place in order to creata a 
Gaech army when possibic, Tnere is enough definite information on Czech 


vefvceos in Uermany and that is also why the muaber ef refugees is not 
several times Iipher. 


G2. People are dissatisfied y Of course, taet our act on aguroad has not yet fou 
Fy rhs Ava 
Bi 


S32, Reports coue from the United States that sone of the Gzech politicians there 
ave diving on money collected by American Czechs for help to the refurecs 
Ln GCernanm., couch reserks are always very quicicly spread all over the country. 
1c ee le rece rtly Learned about Prehela's apreenent with the cudoten 
Cevuans., Interest is not sa creat Init those whe imo about it concern 
Pechala very severely. 


pun 


Renorts on the situction of our poople in Cermany are epread conmetines by the 
Communist eross and sometines by incoming letters. These rv mors s apo the 
ryoacon that people desirinc to leave the country delibcrate a lon: tine. 

A& this time our politicians arc being accused of carclescnecs and lack 

of interest, If 4 Jacch army unit were to be organised, the number of 

Czech vofugecs would inerease many times. People at home are info ed that 
the best Living conditions fer refuyces are in Australia but they consider 
that country too remote as they all vant to -ctum alter the Liberrtion, 
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February 2.948 


The people are corvinecd that. the Communist coup had been planned since May 
1945 and that it would have taken place under any cireunstances, But they 
assert that it could have been prevented if non-Commmist politicians had 
chosen the proper tactics. The greatest nistakes are considered to be: 


a Prosident Benes's visit to Moscow in 19)3 regarding the Czechoslovak 
Soviet treaty for mutual ascistance which could be considcred of fcnsive 
to the western Povers, 


%. Dissolution of the Agrarian Party wiich induced farsers to join the 
Communist and Social Denecratbic Parties, Acecptance of the Commist 
dictate in the formation of the Czech roverment, allowing the Commmnists i 
to tae over the Tinistry of Interior and the Ministry of National. Defense, : 


ie 
e 


Yetioualization deerecs; cowurdness of non-Commmist parties and lack i 
of a conerete prorram. : 


d, Unpreparedness of non-Comnunist politicians and of members of their 
partics in the 19,0 february crisis. 


The resignation of the democratic ministors is agreed upon fonerelly, Tt 
is said that «* would have tacen place in any case, sooncr or Inier, People 


belicve that tae resipmation wac decided after acrcement ty President Bence, i 


People disarrec that the President finally accepted the resirnations and 
confirmed Gottwald's goverment. They Sind exeuses in the Presid ns's 
illness and in the fact that he yielded before the threat that 900 persons 
would be execzted if he refused to sign. People believe that the President \ 
resigned too late, He should have offcred his msignation on 2% Vebruary 
and not condoned the Gommunist terror for such a ‘long tine. Gnnerally, Beac: 
ie recarded as a politician who had the confidence of the whole uation and 
failed at the decisive moment. in this belief,the nation is urited ard 
source would judge it as the mildest opinion, There are many peepke who 
speak about Eenes with great disdain. 


de 


generally, Only Major anc his wing is judred favorably. Fierlinper is 
considered a traitor of the first rank and Lausnan os at least a sinpleton I 
or aS a nan who until the last moment supported both sides, TLausman was 
the leader of the left wii: in the Social Denocratic Party and fa-ored 

collaboration with the Communists, Lausman will never be accepted by the 

social Democrats at hone. 


Non-Coantaunist noliticians collaborating with the regime have no authority 
aiong their followers and Communicts look upon them with disdain. 


People aro cornrvinced that Jan Macaryk wes murdered by the Communicics, 


those wio first joincd the Communist Party and then cscaned to Germany arc 
consid red seoundrels. 


People think it quite natural that nonCommanist politicians eseaned to 

foreign counteies. Actually they cannot wunderstend why some of them stayed 
at home Marrid » seminova, etc.) But the attitude towards those abroad will 
be & critical one. They will ask those who returm what they achieved abroad i 
for the common cause, They have to earn their popularity by their work, 


CONFIDENTIay | 
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